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Course Description:   
EDUC 999 Research and Evaluation focuses on practical research related to students, 
curriculum, and schools. Research methodology, including technology, is used to improve 
teaching, learning, and the educational setting. Students complete a content-specific 
research project related to their designated graduate program. 
 
Course Objectives:  
The course is designed to provide participants with the opportunity to: 
 

1. Expand and deepen their knowledge of research and evaluation concepts, 
approaches, and procedures. 

2. Examine and deepen their understanding of the fundamental components of various 
research studies.  

3. Identify and define the processes utilized in conducting educational research including 
identifying a problem, conducting a review of the literature, specifying the 
purpose/justification of specific research, selecting subjects/participants, collecting 
data, analyzing and interpreting data, and reporting and evaluating results. 

4. Describe how research is utilized in educational settings. 
5. Distinguish between different types of research including quantitative, qualitative, 

analytical, and mixed method. 
6. Examine educational measurements and conduct some statistical procedures. 
7. Identify and develop some research instruments. 
8. Apply the six steps typically undertaken in the process of research.  
9. Engage in the process of writing an effective research paper about an educational 

topic of interest. 
10. Explore and analyze ethical considerations associated with conducting educational 

research. 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Expectations: 
This is a Graduate level course. As such, students are expected to fully engage in expanding 
their own understandings. It is expected that students will seek to incorporate new learning 
into their professional practice, thereby enhancing practice that leads to increased student 
achievement. Contributing your knowledge and experiences is critical to class discussions 
and learning. Thus, regular and punctual attendance is expected. Prior to our first meeting, 
please complete the pre-course assignment.  
 
Evaluation & Course Format:  

Class participation, in class and homework assignments  20 Points 
Literature review         20 Points 
Research study discussion & critique      15 Points 
Research presentation       15 Points 
Research proposal        30 Points 
 

The format for this course will include the Socratic method, whole class, as well as small 
group discussion. Students should expect to be engaged and participate fully in the learning 
process. The course will also include student presentations. 
 
Points Grade GPA 
95-100 A 4.0 
90-94 A- 3.7 
86-89 B+ 3.3 
83-85 B 3.0 
80-82 B- 2.7 
76-79 C+ 2.3 
73-75 C 2.0 
70-72 C- 1.7 
65-69 D 1.0 
60-64 D- 0.7 
Below 60 E 0.0 
 
Pre-Course Assignments:  

1. Read the Contents section of the text for this course. Review topics that are familiar to 
you and research further and study topics that are unfamiliar to you. For example, you 
may be familiar with the terms validity and reliability so you would review those terms 
to refresh your understand. However, you may not be familiar with identifying and 
describing a research problem so you would want to spend some time reading and 
studying that section of the text. 

2. Develop a short list of 3-5 content-specific research topics that you may want to use as 
the basis for your research proposal (see course assignment number 5 below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assignments:  
 

1. Class participation, in class and homework assignments. Specific guidelines will be 
provided as the course progresses. 

2. A literature review forms a major component of research and allows the researcher to 
more fully understand the research topic. Specific guidelines will be provided as the 
course progresses. 

3. Working in small groups, you will discuss and critique a research study assigned to the 
class. The objective is not to “teach” the study to the class; rather, you will be expected 
to engage in discussing it. The three main topics that should be discussed are: a) the 
characteristics of the qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods research design; b) 
the specific strategy of inquiry; and c) your overall critique of the research. The 
following questions could help guide your presentation: Was the study qualitative, 
quantitative, or mixed method and why? What was the research problem? What was 
the purpose of the study? What were the research questions or hypotheses? Who 
were the subjects or participants? How did the literature review justify the research 
problem and provide direction for the study? What were the procedures and 
instrument used to collect and analyze data?  What were the results (findings) of the 
study? What are the implications and limitations of the study?  

4. Present to the class about your proposed research project. Each presentation will last 
about 15/20 minutes (depending on the number of students enrolled in the class) and 
will convey the major aspects of your project.  

5. Complete a content-specific research proposal 
You will prepare a proposal describing the research study that you plan to complete. 
The proposal should include (but not be limited to) the following points: 
1. A title and author page complete with a title that reflects the content focus of the 

study and the type of subjects that will be studied. 
2. An introduction that includes a discussion of the research topic, the research 

problem, the purpose of the study, guiding questions, and significance of the 
research. Limitations, delimitations, definitions, and study outline will be considered 
as well. 

3. A literature review that reviews literature and/or theories relevant to the study. 
4. A methods section that discusses procedures appropriate to your purpose and 

research approach. 
5. A presentation of preliminary results or findings from pilot studies (if applicable). 
6. A complete list of references. 
7. Appendices including the project timeline, copies of instruments or protocols, and 

visual diagrams. 
8. Your writing should follow APA guidelines (found online). 

 
 
Final Note:  
You have chosen to undertake the challenge of Graduate education. Thus, you should be 
prepared, complete all assignments, and plan to participate fully. My hope is that all 
educators are “life long learners” and that this course will contribute to continued growth. 
However, you will only get out of this course what you put in. Prepare to be challenged, but 
more importantly prepare to challenge yourself. Let’s maximize this educational opportunity! 
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